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If my ingenious Friend can, by any vermifugous Pre- 
paration, bring away or deftroy this pernicious 4- 
ximalcule, which commonly fore-runs, breeds and 
cherifhes the other, I will not only promife him all 
the Affiftance in my Power, but likewife undertake 
for the Encouragement and Approbation of all ho- 
neft Men. A. 
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Tros, Tyriufve fuat, nullo Difcrimine babebo. 
Vire. 





@ HO’ nothing is more commonly talk’d 
of and wifh’d for in Converfation, as 
a defireable Bleffing, than a Coatt- 
TsON of Parties, and the Extinétion 
of all thofe mifchievous Denominations, 
which have fo long kept up our in- 
teftine Divifions and exafperated one Part of the King- 
dom againft the other ; yet nothing feems to have 
been really lefs defign’d, or attempted by Perfons of 
either Side ; whole Conduét and Proceedings are liv- 
ing Contr:di&'ons to their Words and Profeffions. 
They are all forward, in their Turns, to lament the 
unhappy Diftinétions, which prevail amongift us; and 
at the fone Time equally contribute their Affittance to 
promote and inflame them ; by bringing every Adtion, 
either of a publick or private Nature, to this Teft, 
and deciding the Affairs of the World more by Party 
and Faction, than by Truth, Reafon and Equity. 
This Spirit of Animofity and Divifion is, in a Man- 
ner, hereditary and innate ; or, at leaft, like the Paf- 


fion of Love, it is cafily kindled in youthful = 
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and often hurries them into Violence and Excefs. 
Young Men are naturally furious in their Purfuits ; 
and having been carefully train’d up in the Belief of 
one particular Set of Opinions, and ina ftrong Vene- 
ration for one particular Body of Men, in Oppofition 
to another, diftinguifh’d by different Names, They 
think that they cannot adhere to their Denomination 
with too much Obftinacy ; nor maintain what are 
called their Principles with too much Zeal and Ve- 
hemence. The common Prejudices and early Impref- 
fions of Education, join’d with a Deference to the 
Judgment of Parents and Inftruétors, feldom fail to 
produce thefe Effects. But this Warmth, like the 
Paffion before-mentioned, generally wears off with the 
Advance of Years. We cool by Degrees, as we grow 
old, in our Affection for empty Names and idle di- 
ftinéons ; being taught by Experience that One as 
well as the Other is all Vanity and Vexation of 
Spirit. 

There are, indeed, fome Men, who carry both 
thefe Paffions along with them to the Grave, and dif- 
cover all the Violence of Youth in the Impotence of 
old Age ; but what a ridiculois and contemptible Fi- 
gure do They make in either Cafe? There is, me- 
thinks, a very near Refemblance between an o/d doting 
pete and a fuperannuated Lover; for however 
excufable or becoming thefe Paflions may be, at pro- 
per Seafons, in Zouns Men ; fuch a political Bigot- 
try and fondnefs for Names, without any Meaning, 
are as unbecoming Wrink/es and grey Hairs, as Venery 
and roe 

But left I fhould be mifunderftood, or mifreprefent- 
ed on this Subjeét, as endeavouring to write down all 
Zeal for publick Good, and difcourage all Diftinétion 
between the Friem/s and Enemies of our Country ; 
I defign to explain what I mean by a Coalition of Par- 
ties, and how far I could wifh that all Names of 
Diftinfion were laid afide, 
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Every Body knows that, for near a Century patt, 
this Kingdom hath been almoft continually agitated 
with Contentions ; occafion’d by mutual Jealoufies 
and Uneafinefles between the Prince and the People, 
for Liberty on one Side, and the Prerogative on the 
others in which alfo Re/igion has been not a little 
concern’d. Thefe Difputes, which have divided the 
Nation into two great Faétions, and brought about 
feveral wonderful Revolutions in our Government, 
feem, at prefent, to be in a great Meafure ter- 
minated by the firm Ejtablifhment of the Prote/fant 
Succeffion, againft all Attempts to defeat it and by the 
general Affection of the People to his Majefty’s Per- 
fon, Family and Government. 

Notwithftanding This, the Names of Difin&ion 
are ftill kept up, when our Differences are fo gene- 
rally reconcil’d ; and we preferve the fame Bitterncfs, 
Hatred and Animofity againft one another, whilft we 
are in the fame Intereff, and purfue the fame End, 
as when we profefled contrary Views, and took Mea. 
Jures diametrically oppofite. 

If you ask a Whig for his Opinion of a Tory, he'll 
tell you, in general, that he is a Facobite ora Papi/? 
a Friend to arbitrary Government, and againft the 
Liberties of the People both in Church and State. 

Take the Charaéter of a Whig, in like Manner, 
from a Tory, and you will hear him defcrib’d to be 
a Manof Republican Principles; a Presbyterian ; and 
a fworn Enemy to the Church of England, and the 
regal Prerogative ; nay, it will be well for him, if 
he is not fet forthas a downright Arheif, or Liber- 
tine, and an Enemy to a// Government whatfoever. 

Bat will either a Whig or a Tory, if you put the fame 
Queitions feparately to them, acknowlege thefe Charac- 
ters to be juft ; or adopt fuch Principles as their own ? 
No; there is not, I believe, one in an hundred of 
either Party, who would not deny them in the moft 
folemn Manner ; and exclaim very loudly againft _ 
uncha- 
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uncharitable Treatment ; the juft Inference from 
which is, that as every Man mutt be fuppofed to with 
for his own Happinefs, and confequently for the Wel- 
fare of his Country ; fo no Man of common Senfe, 
who hath the leaft Knowledge of the Conftitution of 
this Nation, can poflibly efpoufe fuch Principles 3 and 
therefore it is very unjuft to charge any Perfon with 
maintaining Tenets, which he folemnly denies ; and 
which, being inconfiftent with his own Intereft, he 
cannot reafonably be fuppofed to maintain. 

It muft be confeffed, indeed, that there are ftill 
fome Perfons, who, either from the unhappy Tenden- 
cy of their Religion, from old inveterate Prejudices, 
or an unaccountable Way of thinking, are fo far E- 
nemies to themfelves, as to wifh for the Subverfion 
of this Government in Favour of a Pop (> Pretender, 
and arbitrary Power ; but Thefe, it is to be hoped, are 
fo inconfiderable for their Numbers, and more fo for 
their Riches and Strength, that their Principles ought 
not to be extended to the whole Body, or even to 
the major Part of the Tories, though they have gene- 
rally pafled, in our party Contefts, under that De- 
nomination. 

What therefore is to be wifh’d, in our prefent Cir- 
cumftances, is that all Perfons, however diftinguifh’d 
‘by party Appellations, who are truly in the Intereft of 
the prefent Government, and defire the Continuance 
of it, would confolidate themfelves into a Body, and 
unite in Meafures againft the common Enemies of their 
Country, whether foreign or domeffich; that they 
would forget all their former unreafonable Animofities ; 
and whilft they are equally exerting their Endeavours 
to accomplifh the fame End, viz. the Happinefs of 
their Country, that they would not quarrel with one 
another about any Differences in Judgment concern- 
ing the Means. 

Let the true Sons of the Church, and efpecially the 
Clergy, lay afide all unneceflary Fears or Apprehenfi- 
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uncharitable Treatment 3; the juft Inference from 
which is, that as every Man mutt be fuppofed to with 
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who hath the leaft Knowledge of the Conftitution of 
this Nation, can poflibly efpoufe fuch Principles ; and 
therefore it is very unjuft to charge any Perfon with 
maintaining Tenets, which he folemnly denies ; and 
which, being inconfiftent with his own Intereft, he 
cannot reafonably be fuppofed to maintain. 
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fo inconfiderable for their Numbers, and more fo for 
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not to be extended to the whole Body, or even to 
the major Part of the Tories, though they have gene- 
rally paffed, in our party Conteits, under that De- 
nomination. 

What therefore is to be wifh'd, in our prefent Cir- 
cumftances, is that all Perfons, however diftinguifh’d 
by party Appellations, who are truly in the Intereft of 
the prefent Government, and defire the Continuance 
of it, would confolidate themfelves into a Body, and 
unite in Meafures againft the common Enemies of their 
Country, whether foreign or domefick; that they 
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and whilft they are equally exerting their Endeavours 
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ons of its Danger ; and content themfelves with thofe 
Rights, Immunities and Powers, with which the Law 
hath invefted them, without endeavouring to itretch 
them any farther. Let the Proteftant Diffenter ac- 
quiefce under that To/eration and thofe Privileges, with 
which the Legiflature hath thought fit to indulge 
him. Let the Wh g enjoy his Liserty and Property 
in its fulleft Latitude, without reproaching the Tory 
as an Enemy to both ; and let the Jory, in his Turn, 
drop all his Bitternefé and Malevolence againft the 
Whig, as difaffe&ted to Monarchy and Religion 5 or 
rather let the very Names of Whig and Tory be for 
ever buried in Oblivion ; and let there be, for the 
future, no other Diftin@tion known amongft us, but 
of “ Thofe, (as our late glorious Deliverer exprefs’d it) 
** who are for the Protefant Religion and the pre- 
‘* fent Eftablifoment ; and of Thofe, who mean a 
s* Papifh Prince and a French Government.” 

I would not be underftood, by fucha Coalition, to 
mean a fordid Compliance, at all Times, with the 
Meafures of a Court or the Demands of great Men; 
for as Minifters often have private, fe]fifh Views, fepa- 
rate from the Intereft of their Prince, as well as their 
Country, it is the Duty of every loyal Subjeét and 
honeft Briton to oppofe and ufe all his Endeavours to 
defeat them. Cicero very juftly obferves, that fuch a 
mean Sudsferviency is rather a Confpiracy than a Coa- 
tition. Siomnia facsenda funt, quae Amici velint, 
non Amicitiz tales, Jed Conjurationesputanda funt. 

Neither do I efteem the Conjun@ion of a few LEA- 
pinc Mew on both Sides, for vena/ and corrupt Ends, 
to be properly a Coalition of Parties ; or fuch an Uni- 
on as is defirable in any Nation; for, at this Rate, 
Catiline and his Affociates might have fanétified their 
Confpiracy with the Name of a Coalition, becaule 
there were wicked Men of a// Parties engaged in that 
Defign; but we know in what Light their deteftable 
Tranfactions were look’d upon by the honeft Part of 
the 
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the Reman People; and indeed all Combinations, of this 
kind, in any Nation, ought to be rejeéted and abhor- 
red by the united Body of Juth Parties ; becaufe both 
Parties are equally dferted and detrayed by fuch Cons- 
binations. 

In fine, by a Coalition I mean the cordial Union and 
Co-operation of Perfons of all Denominations in the true 
Intereft and Service of their Country, without any 
Attachment to vain Names; which can ferve only to 
keep alive our deftructive Animofities and promote 
the finifter Views of ambitious Men, at the Expence 
of our private Happinefs and the publick Good. As 
This is the only Coa/ition, which can either be defired 
or juftified, fo 1 hope my Countrymen will no longer 
fuffer themfelves to be impofed on by artful Demo- 
gogues and ill defigning Patrons of Fadion; efpecially 
fince Experience has, I think, fufficiently taught them 
the Mifchief and Folly of fuch Conduét. Inftead of 
dividing ourfelves into oppofite Parties, and branding 
one another with odious Diilin¢tions, let us chearful- 
ly concur in the common Caufe, and make the Inte- 
reft of Great-Britain the only Rule of all our Ations. 
Let us not, for the future, run blind-fold into any 
Propofals, however romantick and unreafonable, be. 
caule they are offered by one Set of Men; nor madly 
fhut our Ears to any Objections, however juft and 
well-grounded, becaufe they are ftarted by another. 
This will be the fureft and only Method cf reftoring 
Peace and Commerce; of reviving our drooping Ma- 
nufaGtures; Of leffening our De’ts, and reducing our 
Taxes ; at the fame Time that it will mof effectually 
fecure us from foreizn Violence and protect us againit 
domeftick Corruption. D. 


Friday, 





